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For over 100 years, The News-Banner has been reporting the triumphs and tragedies 
that make up today’s news and tomorrow’s history for Bluffton and all of Wells 
County. From the council room to the school room, from fields of dreams to fields of 
corn, The News-Banner has been consistent in supplying reliable and award-winning 
news six days a week to their loyal readers and subscribers. When you want to know 
what’s going on in Wells County, this is the place people look to daily!

Dating to 1912, this paid-circulation weekly keeps track of what’s happening in and 
around the growing town of Ossian, with a special focus on the Ossian Elementary 
School. Including recipes, health tips and columns you can’t find elsewhere, the 
Journal offers an opportunity to reach Ossian’s core audience “up close and per-
sonal.”

It’s a whole new world out there on the Internet. Local businesses can take advantage of it by being connected to 
Wells County’s most popular local website that is being sought by an ever-growing audience. Ask for the most 
recent visitor statistics on the News-Banner’s website, which features loads of local news, important local links, 
classified ads, local shopping information and much more. Log on and check it out. You’ll see why Page View and 
Visitor numbers continue to climb.
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The girl has skills7-year-old Haley Williamson of Ossian won her age 

group at the Colts’ Punt, Pass, and Kick event

By JESSICA WILLIAMS
For what is believed to be the first 

time ever, a Bluffton competitor won 

the NFL’s Punt, Pass and Kick con-

test at the Indianapo-lis Colts’ team finals.Haley Williamson, 7, and a first-grader at Ossian Elemen-tary School, won the division for girls ages 6 and 7 dur-ing the August con-test at Bluffton High School, advancing to the sectional contest in Mishawaka. After winning the sectional contest, she then won her division at 

Lucas Oil Stadium Nov. 29 before 

the Colts hosted the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers.The top four high scorers in each 

of the 10 age divisions from all of the 

NFL’s 32 team finals will advance to 

the national contest in January, and 

finalists are to be announced later 

this month.

Her father, Scott Williamson, said 

last week that his daughter is “bring-

ing it home for Wells County.”
He said the family saw a sign for the local contest the week of the event and Haley said she’d give it a try. They taught her how to punt the Saturday of the con-test at soccer practice before she competed. When she won at BHS, that’s when the practicing started.P l a y i n g  s o c -cer “probably helps with the kicking,” 

Haley’s mother, Nicole Williamson, 

said. Haley – who likes school and 

wants to be a veterinarian when she 

grows up – also plays basketball and 

runs track. However, dancing is her 

favorite, she said last week.
Haley’s 8-year-old brother, Ethan, 

helped coach her, too; their dad said 

Ethan’s a good kicker.They are a football-watching 

family, though they tend to cheer for 

the New Orleans Saints.When her father prompted her to 

talk about what she did at Lucas Oil 

Stadium, Haley replied: “I threw a 

football on the field.”She also made it on the big 

screen. (Haley recalled that experi-

ence with her hands raised straight 

above her head, victoriously.)
Her parents also said that her 

classmates at Ossian Elementary had 

a “Colts Day” the Wednesday before 

All about Haley:• Age: 7• School, grade: Ossian Elementary, First • Favorite color: Pink• Favorite movie: “Home”
• Favorite character: Olaf from “Frozen”• Parents: Scott and Nicole 

Williamson• Sibling: Ethan, 8

Ossian Elementary School first-grader 

Haley Williamson proudly holds her 

first place trophy from the NFL’s Punt, 

Pass and Kick team finals, held Nov. 

29 at Lucas Oil Stadium. (Photo by 

Jessica Williams)

Indiana GOP wants answers from Gregg on hot button issuesBy BRIAN SLODYSKOAssociated Press
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The press releases blasted 

out by Gov. Mike Pence’s de facto attack dog, the Indiana 

Republican Party, are trained like a laser on the hot-button 

political issue of the day.But as Pence seeks re-election, one recurring theme 

is that most end with the same question: What does John 

Gregg, his Democratic opponent, think?  

Thus far, Gregg has largely been reticent to say.

“What we’ve heard from John Gregg is pretty much 

nothing except he dislikes everything the governor is 

doing,” said state Sen. Carlin Yoder, R-Middlebury. Allud-

ing to Gregg’s campaign logo, which incorporates the can-

didate’s facial hair, Yoder added: “You can only go out and 

say, ‘Hey, look at my mustache’ so many times before you 

have to put out an original thought.” 
Indiana’s next gubernatorial election may be nearly a 

year away, but Republicans leery of Pence’s low approval 

rating are showing a newfound willingness to go on the 

attack. Whether directly related to the job of governor or 

not, in recent months they have demanded to know Gregg’s 

position on a slew of issues — especially when it could tie 

Gregg to President Barack Obama, who is deeply unpopular 

in Indiana.Robert Dion, a professor of political science at the Uni-

versity of Evansville, said the early involvement of Pence’s 

proxies in the rematch with Gregg, who lost by 4 percentage 

points in 2012, shows the race “has the makings of a barn 

(Continued on Page 2)

Back on displayAbout 100 people were present as members of Wells County church youth groups placed the elements of 

the nativity scene on the courthouse plaza Sunday night. The display will remain up during the Christmas 

season. (Photo by Dave Schultz)

Seeing the babyMary (portrayed by Kelli 
Neff) holds out the baby 
Jesus to 5-year-old Landon Clifton of Warren 

during the live nativity scene presented by the 
Southern Wells Commu-
nity Church Sunday night 
in Montpelier. In the back-
ground is Taylor Thomp-
son, portraying Joseph. 
The event brought individuals through “Bethlehem,” where they 

encountered individuals 
involved in a reenactment 
of the Christmas story. 
(Photo by Dave Schultz)

“Artistic Christ-mas” by the Brushing Broads+1 took “Best of Show” honors at the Festival of Trees at the Arts, Commerce and Visitors Cen-tre. Individual winter paintings by members of the group, in all sizes, were hung on the Christmas tree outlined on the Balentine Gallery wall. (Photo by Bar-bara Barbieri)
Artists’ entry is top entry in tree festival
By BARBARA BARBIERI
Five trees were awarded special 

honors Saturday evening at the 
Creative Arts Council-sponsored 
Festival Trees of held at the Arts, 
Commerce and Visitors Centre.

“Artistic Christmas” by the 
Brushing Broads+1 group took 
“Best of Show” honors. The $125 
prize was sponsored by Mary Ann 
Ellenberger.First place, sponsored by Gen-

eral Manufacturing Inc., was pre-
sented to the “Christmas Critters” 
entry decorated by Melinda and 
Preston Gilgen for A Perfect Blend 
Florists.

Taking second place was the 
Wells County Public Library entry 
of “Season’s Readings,” with the 
prize sponsored by Dale, Huffman 
and Babcock. Decorators were 
Cindy Burchell, Robin Barton, 
Jackie Dailey, Jane Decker, Donna 
Geisman and Stefanie Kipfer.

“Christmas Around the World” 

by Forgotten Children Worldwide 
received third place. Elizabeth 
Bertsch was the decorating art-
ist and the prize was courtesy of 
Moser & Son Heating, Inc.

The Youth Award was pre-
sented to the Cub Scouts of Troop 
3149 for their “On My Honor” 
tree. The youth award was spon-
sored by Dale, Huffman and Bab-
cock.

Judges of the trees were Joyce 
Acavallo and Debbie Elkins. Pre-
senting the awards Saturday eve-
ning during intermission of the 
Heartland Sings concert were 
Jenny Esmond and Linda Reiff, 
Tri Kappa members who assisted 
with hostessing on Saturday. 

Other trees featured in the Fes-
tival of Trees include:• “The Country Fair” by the 

Creative Arts Council’s School 
of Ballet; Barb Oswalt and Laura 
Westfall, decorators.(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2)
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Norwell grad is state’s next poet laureate
By DAVE SCHULTZWhile discussing her appoint-ment as Indiana’s poet laureate for 2016 and 2017, Shari Miller Wag-ner was quick to  remember two of her teachers at Norwell High School.

“For freshman composition class, Avon Crismore told us to go to the Bluffton Street Fair, stand on a corner, and report on what we saw, what we smelled, what we experienced,” she recalled with a laugh. “And in Marlyn Koons’ creative writing class my junior year, we had a poet come to class. I can’t remember the poet’s name, but I remember that.”That was the start. Now a pub-lished author and poet, Wagner 

is set to be that visiting poet herself, promoting the art form during the next two years.Miller ’s appoint-ment as poet laureate was announced Nov. 18 by the Indiana Arts Commission. She is the author of two books of poetry — “The Har-monist at Nightfall: Poems of Indiana” and “Evening Chore.” Her work has been included in Ted Kooser’s “American Life in Poetry” column and on Garrison Keillor’s radio program, “The Writer’s Alma-nac.”
“I am truly honored,” Wagner 

said Sunday night. “I know there are a lot of good poets in Indiana, and I hope to promote their work as part of what I do (as poet lau-reate).”
Wagner is a 1976 graduate of Norwell High School and is a 1980 graduate of Gos-hen College. She also has a master’s degree in fine arts (creative writing) from I.U. in Bloomington.She is also the co-author of her father’s memoir, “Making the Rounds.” Her father, Dr. Gerald Miller, joined Dr. Leroy Kinzer in founding the Markle Medical 

Center in 1964. His memoir was about life as a doctor in Markle. Miller and Wagner were in Wells County this summer to sign copies of the book.
“I could not have done it with-out her,” Miller said Sunday night. Speaking of Wagner’s award, he said, “I knew she was a great writ-er.”

Father and daughter also co-wrote “A Hundred Camels: A Mission Doctor’s Sojourn and Murder Trial in Somalia,” a book about Miller’s experiences in mis-sion work.
The Indiana Arts Commission sent out a statewide call for nomi-nations. The IAC said those nomi-nations were reviewed by a selec-

tion committee made up of repre-sentatives from Indiana’s major institutions of higher education.“Indiana is fortunate to have an abundance of creative talent promoting the art of poetry and its ability to enrich the lives of all ages,” said Sarah Fronczek, IAC community development manager and director of the poet laureate program. “Shari Wagner possesses a special gift and ability to com-municate her knowledge and love of nature and humanity through written and spoken verse. She will carry forward the fine work of all of Indiana’s previous gifted and dedicated laureates.”“I am delighted and honored 

Shari Wagner

Foundation 
lists 3rd grant cycle for 2015By DAVE SCHULTZThe Wells County Foun-dation awarded nine grants during its third and final grant cycle of 2015, with two of them going to Fam-ily Centered Services to support a couple of pro-grams at a combined cost of $29,700.

The largest grant to FCS, and the largest of the nine grants awarded by the foundation during this cycle, went to the agency for information technology development within the agency, as well as facilitat-ing the streamlining of data and reporting. That grant, for $20,200, came from the Margaret Powers Unre-stricted Endowment Fund.Another grant to Fam-ily Centered Services, for $9,500, will provide administrative funding for the Youth as Resources program. According to the announcement, “Youth As Resources is based on the concept that young people 

are a vast, overlooked, and under-used resource of energy and ideas for community change. When young people develop respect for others, for their community and for them-selves, it is less likely that they will break the laws of their community through delinquent acts. Youth As Resources, governed by a board of youth and adults, provides grants to young people to design and carry out service projects that address specific commu-nity needs.” Money for the YAR grant came from the Edwina Patton Unrestricted Endowment Fund.The Bluffton Parks and Recreation Department also received two grants this cycle. The larger of the two grants, for $4,000, will purchase a “funbrella” that will be placed at the splash pad that will be installed at Roush Park in 2016. It will provide a shaded area 

Ossian 
officer 
wins 
contest

By GLEN WERLINGPolice officer Stephanie Tucker garnered the most votes in a Sep-tember contest and won an iRecord digital recording system for the Ossian Police Department.One of Tucker’s duties on the Ossian Police Department is child abuse investigations. In 2014, the Wells County Department of Child  Services upgraded its digi-tal video recording system to iRe-cord — thanks to a grant from the Wells County Foundation, Tucker explained. 
“The system is very user friend-ly and that’s what appealed to us,” Tucker said of the iRecord system.So when Tucker learned iRecord was sponsoring a contest for a free Microsoft Surface Pro 3 and record-ing software, she jumped at the chance to participate.“The beauty of having the Sur-face Pro and the software is if I 

get a call to someplace such as the emergency room at the hospital and I have to do an interview on the spot, I can set up the system right there and get a high quality record-ing,” Tucker said. “The Surface Pro comes with a keyboard and tripod and a detachable camera that I can 

set up wherever I need it to be.”Tucker had to be nominated for the Honor Those Who Protect Us contest. Since she shared the infor-mation about the contest with fam-ily and friends, she believes it was a family member who nominated her.

Ossian police officer Stephanie Tucker accepts her new Surface Pro 3 and 

iRecord software form iRecord representative Christy Walchle. Tucker won the 

provided)

Christmas 
bells are 
ringing

Salvation Army fund drive will continue through Christmas
By HEATHERBAUMGARDNER News-Banner InternIt is that time of year again when the bell ringers make their presence known.

On Friday, Nov. 20, the Salvation Army bell ringers started its bells at one door of Kroger in Bluffton. Vol-unteers then started ringing at two doors of Walmart Nov. 27.They will be bell ringing until Christmas. 
The Salvation Army, an orga-nization that helps people in need, encourages the people of Wells County to come ring. All the money that goes into the red kettle pots will help locally. 

Last year, the Salvation Army had between 65 and 80 people help with bell ringing. Neil Ainslie, Extension Service Salvation Army representative, said the number of people who help varies from year to year.
Ainslie said Community Care Centers of Wells County put 90 per-cent of the money collected from the red kettle buckets into a few main categories: emergency assis-tance (fire department aid, clothing, and rent); hydration; comfort aid (flood and ice storms), and “league of mercy” (helping nursing homes around the county).The other 10 percent will go to 

bookkeeping, mileage, and pro-grams of the Wells County Com-munity Center, Ainslie said. Some-times, the Salvation Army will use this money to help with scholar-ship money for some summer camp transportation. All of the money that is put into the red kettles of the bell ringers will only help with the peo-ple in Wells County.Every Monday since Nov. 20, Crystal Fisher, an employee for Bi-County, has brought over two clients of Bi-County to help ring at 

Kroger. Stacy Bagley, one of the cli-ents of Bi-County that Fisher brings to help, said that all the people are “very friendly.” Fisher commented that she likes to see all the people and noted how friendly they are. It is a new experience for all three of them and they really like doing it, they said.
Volunteers are needed. People who want to get in the bell-ringing spirit can register at www.Register-ToRing.com.

newsroom@news-banner.com

T.J. Reynolds, Crystal Fisher, and Stacy Bagley from Bi-County Services are 

shown outside the Kroger store. Bagley rings every Monday while Reynolds 

ISTEP problemsprompt proposalBy MATTHEW LeBLANCIndiana’s standardized test, the ISTEP+, has had its problems.
Early this year, educa-tors were surprised to find the test had grown to more than 12 hours for some stu-dents. Then, a “stress test” designed to assess whether computer systems for the online exam were working led to locked screens and frustration for students and teachers.

Most recently, the maker of the test said results would be released months later than normal because of complications with scoring portions of the exam.Now, state education officials are working on ways to head off potential issues before they become full-fledged problems. 

At a meeting Wednesday in Indianapolis, members of the State Board of Educa-tion will consider a resolu-tion aimed at combating complications that have in recent months seemed to be synonymous with ISTEP+.The measure calls for the creation of a perma-nent Technical Advisory Committee to oversee the development and opera-tion of statewide educa-tional assessments. TACs have been used in the past, said state board spokes-man Marc Lotter, but a vote Wednesday could put in place the first standing panel in Indiana. “It is hoped a stand-ing TAC would be able to spot potential problems in the test development phase — such as a model that 

Students at Learning Tree Academy preschool were sent 
to another facility Monday morning as a precaution after a 
gas odor was noted at the Ossian United Methodist Church.

The Ossian Fire Department was dispatched to the 
Ossian United Methodist Church at 201 W. Mill St. at 6:53 

a.m. Monday. Children and staff were sent to the preschool 
at the Ossian Presbyterian Church while the United Method-
ist Church building was checked out.The source of the leak was traced to a gas stove in the 
kitchen. The gas was turned off and firefighters ventilated 
the building.

A technician was also contacted to check out the stove.
Children were allowed to return to the preschool later in 

the day.

Learning Tree Academyevacuated for gas leak

 The Echo goes to non-subscriber homes in Bluffton 
and southern Wells County in addition to covering the 
Monroe-Berne-Geneva areas in Adams County as well as 
Warren and Montpelier to the south.
 A wonderful combination of free circulation with local 
feature articles, local news summaries and classified ads.

 This free-circulation newspaper covers Ossian and north-
ern Wells County, rural Adams County west of Decatur and 
a portion of Allen County.  News of interest garners loyal 
readership with features, upcoming events in the Fort Wayne 
area, a community calendar for northern Wells County, reci-
pes, advice columns, classified ads, more!

The Echoooo
 In combination with The News-Banner, The Echo and Sunriser News offers Total Market Coverage of all of 
Wells County, plus much of Adams County, and portions of Blackford, Huntington and Allen Counties.
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This popular weekly section includes 
daily prime time grids for local, cable 
and satellite channels, sports, movie breakouts and a variety of 
information on attractions and events in northeast Indiana. Each 
edition includes a front-page feature on a local upcoming event 
or a regional attraction. All of which has resulted in high read-
ership and week-long retention by many News-Banner readers 
for this Saturday supplement.

Especially targeted at home buyers and sellers, as well as home-
owners, ‘House & Home’ pages are part of each Wednesday’s 
News-Banner and also appear in the following week’s Echo and 
Sunriser News. The pages are chock-full of articles and tips on 
buying and selling. Additional articles highlight home improve-
ment, decorating and home building tips and advice. An excel-
lent marketing tool for anyone wanting to reach this key market 
segment. 

Couples get married every month of the year, so News-Banner 
Publications has an economical and effective way to keep your 
business and services in front of them year-round. “Wedding 
Bells Directory” is published on the last Tuesday of each month, 
alternatively in The News-Banner and The Echo/Sunriser News

Senior Living is a quarterly magazine aimed at serving the 
senior market of the Wells and Adams County area. Each issue 
features people and events of interest to this vital market seg-
ment, as well as columns and articles aimed at improving and 
maintaining healthy lifestyles. Distributed in the News-Banner, 
and numerous locations in both counties.

DAILY FEATURES
• Local News • Sports • Lifestyles 

• Obituaries • Classified Ads pages

WEEKLY FEATURES
Agri-Business Page  . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesdays
All About Health  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesdays
Spotlight on Business. . . . . . . . . . Tuesdays
House & Home . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesdays
Best Food Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursdays
Racing News  . . . . . . . Thursdays & Fridays
Church News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fridays
Area Church Directory  . . . . . . . . Saturdays
Finance/Local Business News . . Saturdays
Entertainment/TV Weekly. . . . . . Saturdays

SPECIAL FEATURES
  The News-Banner publishes a variety of 
special interest features throughout the 
year. Here’s just a sampling;  Annual Fact 
Book, Spring Lawn & Garden, Graduation 
Tab, 4-H Fair Scrapbook, Fall Home 
Improvement, Focus on Agriculture, plus 
Local Sports Tabs throughout the school 
year.

ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES
WWW.NEWS-BANNER.COM  
  By far, THE most popular local web-
site, with local headlines and summaries 
enhanced with photos, videos, slideshows 
and blogs. There are numerous advertis-
ing and promotion options along with The 
News-Banner's popular social media tools 

including Facebook and Twitter. 

WHO WE ARE
Our award-winning annual
 “Progress” edition
Be sure to include in your budget to be 
included in The News-Banner’s annual full-
color “Who We Are” edition ... a portrait of 
our community in stories, photos and pro-
files of local people. Published each year in 
late June, with extra copies published that 
are utilized by The Chamber and Economic 
Development in packets for prospective 
businesses.

O t h e r  S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s

TV and Entertainment    TV and Entertainment    

          weekly

News-Banner Publications, Inc.: 
125 N. Johnson St. 
PO Box 436 
Bluffton IN 46714 
(260) 824-0224 • 800-579-7476 
Fax: 260-824-0700 
email@news-banner.com 
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R.O.P. Display Advertising
The News-Banner
Wells County’s Hometown Connection
  Published 6 days a week: Mon-Fri. afternoons; Sat. mornings  

Open Rate:
 Local Display Open Rate. . . . . . . . . . . . .$13.60

Contract Rates:
Based on Dollar Volume:
All advertising purchases count towards Dollar Volume contracts, 
including Website, Classifi ed Line Ads, etc.
Level Annual Commitment
 1) $1,000 - $2,499 ...................................$10.80
 2) $2,500 - $4,999 ...................................$10.70
 3) $5,000 - $7,499 .....................................$9.90
 4) $7,500 - $9,999 .....................................$9.50
 5) $10,000 - $14,999 .................................$9.30
 6) $15,000 - $19,999 .................................$9.00
 7) $20,000 - $24,999 .................................$8.40
 8) $25,000 - $29,999 .................................$8.20
 9) $30,000 - $39,999 .................................$7.80
 10) $40,000 - over .......................................$7.60

Combination Rates
Place your Advertisement in the News-Banner and “pick-
up” in these sister publications:

News-Banner 
  Open Rate  . . . . . . . . . .7.30  . . . 3.70 . . . . .4.30  . . 4.90 . . . .2.20
Any News-Banner 
  Contract . . . . . . . . . . .6.25  . . . 3.20 . . . . .3.70  . . 4.40 . . . .2.20
Special Automatic 
  Pick-up Contract. . . . . .5.70  . . . 2.60 . . . . .3.30  . . 3.70 . . . .2.20

Note: Pick-up ads must run within six (6) calendar days of News-Banner, no copy changes.

Color Rates
 Color charge is per color, 
per page, per publication in 
addition to space costs. . $80.00

Minimum ad size: 15 col. inches

Ask about our color specials.

Multiple Run Pricing
The News-Banner offers a number of special packages that take 
advantage of multiple runs in the daily newspaper and The Echo, 
Sunriser News. The Ossian Journal is also available at economical 
pickup rates.
Ask your Advertising Representative for all the details.

☞Ask about our Special Color-Combo Rates!

National/Commissionable Rates
National Rate is commissionable (15%) to all recognized adver-
tising agencies placing camera ready display ads in the News-
Banner, our TMCs and The Ossian Journal:
 News-Banner only  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.40
 News-Banner/TMC* combination . . . . . . . . . . .$24.50
 Ossian Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.20
 All Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35.00

T.M.C (The Echo/Sunriser News)
THE ECHO

News and information delivered free to non-subscriber homes in Bluffton 
and southern Wells County, and to every home in much of southern Adams 
County and portions of Huntington and Blackford Counties. See coverage 
map and zip code list for details. (Published each Tuesday)

 Open. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8.30 per col. inch
 
Rates Based on Multiple-Week Schedules
 26-Week Rate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.70
 52-Weeks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.20
 Four or more consecutive weeks,
   Same Ad Size and Copy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.10
 Four or more consecutive weeks,
   Ad Size & Copy Changeable  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00

continued on next page

Special “Combo” Packages
These “Combo-Specials” include two runs in The News-Banner 
plus a pick-up in our TMC package, as well as our “Print-to-Web” 
package, all for one low price! Ask about smaller-size Combos!

Full-Page Combo
Full Page Ad in your choice of these combinations:

 $1,009 $509 $1039
• With Signed Contract: 
 $879 $429 $889

Half-Page Combo
Half-Page ad in choice of these combinations:
  (Front Page of Sunriser/Echo available by reservation)

 $779 $439 $909

• With Signed Contract:
 $649 $339 $689

Quarter-Page Combo
Quarter-Page ad in your choice of these combinations:

 $479 $249 $559

• With Signed Contract: 
 $409 $189 $449

PAGE 4

Per Col. Inch

Pick-up The Sunriser  TMC* Ossian
All Three! Echo News Combo Journal

Best Value!

*TMC = Total Market Coverage. See Page 2 for details

MECHANICAL
SPECIFICATIONS

 INCHES PICAS
 1 Column 1.625 9p9
 2 Columns 3.4 20p5
 3 Columns 5.175 31p1
 4 Columns 6.95 41p8
 5 Columns 8.725 52p4
 6 Columns 10.5 63
  Double-Truck 21.75 131p3
PAGE DEPTH:  Broadsheet: 21.5"
                     Tabloid: 10.5"

R.O.P. Display Deadlines

Advertising Rate Card Effective January 1, 2017

TMC*

For PROOFS, 
PROCESS COLOR, 

MULTIPLE PAGES, and 
HOLIDAYS, 
Add one day

The News-Banner
Day of Artwork, Copy to
Publication Our Offices
MONDAY Friday, Noon
TUESDAY Friday, 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY Monday, 5 p.m.
THURSDAY Tuesday, 5 p.m.
FRIDAY Wednesday, 5 p.m.
SATURDAY Thursday, 5 p.m.

TMC* Echo/Sunriser News
Day of Artwork, Copy to
Publication Our Offices
TUESDAY Thursday, Noon

Ossian Journal
Day of Artwork, Copy to
Publication Our Offices
THURSDAY Friday, 4 p.m.

Per Col. Inch

Per Col. Inch

Ossian Journal/ 
Sunriser News Combo

Best Value!
All 4 Papers!

News-Banner/
TMC Combo

Ossian Journal/ 
Sunriser News Combo

Best Value!
All 4 Papers!

News-Banner/
TMC Combo

(Open Rate:    1165.50 ................. 661.50 ......................1316.70)

(Open Rate:    582.75  .................. 330.75 ........................658.35)

Ossian Journal/ 
Sunriser News Combo

Best Value!
All 4 Papers!

News-Banner/
TMC Combo
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T.M.C (The Echo/Sunriser News) continued

THE SUNRISER NEWS
A popular free-circulation newspaper in northern Wells, southern Allen, 
and northwest Adams Counties: See coverage map and zip code list for 
details. (Published each Tuesday)

Open Rate:
 per column inch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.30  
Front Page Notice* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.00
    * up to 25 words. Addt’l Words, 25¢ each

Contract Rates:
Based on Dollar Volume: 
All advertising purchases count towards Dollar Volume contracts, 
including Website, Classifi ed Line Ads, etc.
Level Annual Commitment
 1) $1,000 - $2,499 .....................................$8.10
 2) $2,500 - $4,999 .....................................$7.50
 3) $5,000 - $7,499 .....................................$7.40
 4) $7,500 - $9,999 .....................................$7.10
A “Sunriser Primary” contract earns special pick-up rates into all 
other print publications.
Rates Based on Multiple-Week Schedules
 26-Week Rate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.65
 52-Weeks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00
 Four or more consecutive weeks,
   Same Ad Size and Copy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.50
 Four or more consecutive weeks,
   Ad Size & Copy Changeable  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.60

THE OSSIAN JOURNAL
Weekly paid-circulation hometown newspaper. (Published each Thursday)
 Open   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30 per col. inch

Pre-print Insert Rates
                           Contract Rates  
Insert Open 6 to 10 11 to 23 24 or more
Size Rate per year per year per year
Single Sheet $39 $36 $33 $30
4 pg tab $54 $52 $48 $45
8 pg tab $62 $56 $54 $50
12 pg tab $68 $62 $59 $57
16 pg tab $73 $68 $65 $62
20 pg tab $78 $73 $71 $67
24-36 pg tab  $83 $78 $75 $72
40-pg tab + $90 $82 $79 $76

•  Minimum Charge: $50
• All prices reflect the cost per one thousand copies
• A 4-pg tab equals a 2-pg. broadsheet, 8-tab equals 4-broadsheet, etc.
• For current quantity needs, ask your account representative

☞Rates apply to full run in News-Banner  
 and/or Echo and/or Sunriser News and/or Ossian Journal 

ZONING AVAILABLE:
The News-Banner: Zoning by delivery-route available. For Bluffton City 
routes, add $20 per M; for all other routes, add $5 per M. Minimum total 
charge when zoning the News-Banner: $100.
TMC (Echo/Sunriser): Zoning available in Echo and Sunriser by zip code. 
Add $5 per M.  
☞Signed Preprint Contracts automatically earn lower 
 News-Banner Display Advertising Rates:

  • Contracts for  earns a Display Rate of
  6-10 insertions per year  $10.80 per col. inch
  11-23 insertions per year  $9.50
  24 or more insertions per year  $8.40

1) All rates are net, non-commissionable.
2) Inserts should be on skids, pallets or boxed and delivered pre-paid to the 
newspaper at least five days prior to distribution.

All About Health
  Timely and topical health feature written by the very popular “Dr. Oz,” 
appears in each week’s Tuesday News-Banner and Echo/Sunriser 
TMC combo. Advertising spaces sold on an annual basis.
• Standard Small (2.5” w x 1.875” h) $32/week
• Standard Large (2.5” w x 3.875” h) $52.50/week
• See sales sheet for feature spots if available. 

Ag Services Directory
  Weekly feature on the News-Banner Tuesday Agri-Business page,       
also is published in each week’s TMC.
   Regular Space (2.4” w x 1.75” h) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $94 per month
   Commit to run 10” per month on Ag Page . . . . . . . . $57 per month
   Commit to run 20” per month on Ag Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE!

Auction Calendar
    Brief description of Public Auctions published daily in the News-Banner 
and in each Echo, Sunriser News and Ossian Journal.  (Max.: 30 days)
...PLUS: placed on the World Wide Web via the 
News-Banner’s popular website......................$119.00 (75 word limit)
☞FREE when you place your full Auction “Sale Bill” in any publication 
 (10” minimum size ad)

Auction Ads (Sale Bills)  
 Open Rates: News-Banner . . . . . . . . . . .  13.60
 News-Banner/TMC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18.50
 All-4-One   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.90

Church News
Sponsors make it possible for the News-Banner to publish weekly church 
news each Friday and a county church directory each Saturday. Small spot 
each Sat. and rotating large “feature” spots on Friday and Saturday pages. 
Only $6.75 per week with an annual agreement.
Ossian Journal: (does not have feature spots) $4.40 per week, invoiced 
quarterly.

Daily Directory
Daily Classified-Page feature in News-Banner, and weekly Echo, Sunriser 
News and Ossian Journal for one low price:
 Single Space (1.55"wx1")  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48.00 per month
 Double Space (3.3"wx1" or 1.55"x2.125"). . . . . . . . . . . . . $92.00 per month
 Triple Space (1.55"wx3.125" or 5"wx1") . . . . . . . . . . . . . $147.00 per month
 Restrictions apply. See sales sheet for details.

Continued on next page ...

News-Banner/TMC Advertising Features

Per Col. Inch

Per Col. Inch
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Policies/Conditions:
• ADVERTISING POSITION: Position is NOT guaranteed, although we will make every effort to meet requests. When an advertisement 
appears on a certain page or location, no guarantee is given that such a position will continue for additional insertions. The advertiser will 
not be notified prior to publication if we find it necessary to not meet a position request.

• CREDIT POLICY: New accounts and political advertisements, cash in advance. Credit extended to accounts upon acceptance of com-
pleted credit application. Invoices presented each month are payable by 15th of month. A service charge of 1.5% per month applied to 
unpaid balances of 30 days or more.

• CONDITIONS: News-Banner Publications reserves the right to refuse for publication any advertising. In the event of a publishing or 
typesetting error, the newspaper(s) is/are responsible for the first insertion only, and only for re-publishing the portion of the advertisement 
that is in error. All claims for errors must be made within 15 days. We shall be under no liability by reason of omissions of any advertise-
ment ordered for publication.

• TEAR SHEETS: Tear sheets must be requested in advance of publication. 

Front Page Ads
Front page position limited to one per day. 2 col. x 2.5” space. Restrictions 
apply (i.e. No “Reader” Ads); see separate sales sheet for details.
Rates are per ad placement.
 Open Rate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $129.00
 With Any Contract. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $85.00
Commit to one time per month (6-month minimum)
 Open Rate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99.00
 With Any Contract. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $65.00
Color is available, ask your Ad rep for details.

House & Home
 Weekly special pages target home buyers and home owners. Published 
each Wednesday in The News-Banner and the following week’s Echo/
Sunriser TMC.  Real estate offices who place display ads have their names 
featured in page heading.
 Display Ads: Package options include:
 • Place 5 consecutive Quarter-page ads, get the 6th one free.
 • Place 3 consecutive Half-page ads, get the 4th one free.
     (may be consecutive weeks or months)
Services Directory - Reach home buyers, sellers and home owners.
 3-month minimum commitment:
 Monthly Space (2.625”w x 1.875” h) . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.50
 Every-Other-Week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.50
 Weekly Ad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13.50
Website - In development.
 
Who’s Who in Real Estate
   Business-Card size ads (3.25”w x 2.125”h) appear in each week’s House 
& Home (in News-Banner and Echo/Sunriser TMC) All three publications 
for one low rate (3-Month minimum commitment)
       Monthly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31 per insertion
 Every-Other-Week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27 per insertion
 Weekly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18 per insertion

Racing News
Latest racing news and features, appears in each Thursday and Friday 
News-Banner for one low price per week. Advertising spaces sold on an 
annual basis. Positions subject to availability.
  Single Space (1.625” w x 1.5” h)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.75/week
  Double Space (1.625” w x 3” h)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.50/week
  Anchor Ad (bottom) (2.27” w x 2” h) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $32.00/week
  Feature Spot (top) (1.625” w x 4” h) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $51.50/week

Senior Living Magazine
Publishes quarterly. Special Rates apply. See separate sales sheet

Small Business Spotlight
Weekly feature in Tuesday News-Banner, Echo and Sunriser News
One Insertion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $54.00
One Insertion per month (3 mo. min) . . . . . . . . . . . . $42.50 each 
☞Weekly Insertion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $34.00 each 
 (Signed contract, 3 month minimum)

Spotlight on New Business
Part of the weekly Small Business Spotlight each Tuesday in News-Banner, 
Echo and Sunriser News. Get a “feature space” (4.75”w x 2.625” h):
  Every Week for 3 months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42.00 per insertion
  Periodic Insertion during 3 month period  . . . . . . . . . . $60 per insertion

Sunriser News Business Directory
Publishes monthly, first issue of each month in Sunriser News and Ossian 
Journal. $35 per month

TV/Entertainment Weekly
Publishes every Saturday. Requires annual commitment. Special rates 
apply. See separate sales sheet.

Wedding Bells Directory
Publishes monthly, alternating between The News-Banner and TMC. 
Includes feature article in News-Banner. Annual contracts. 
Single Space Ad (2.375” w x 1.75” h), $38/month, 3-month minimum
  • Commit to a 12-month schedule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29/month
Double Space Ad (2.375” w x 3.5” h), $57/month, 3-month minimum
  • Commit to a 12-month schedule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44/month

YMCA News
Publishes 2 times per month, generally the 2nd and 4th Mondays in the 
News-Banner and that same week’s TMC.
 $39.50 per month for one space in one of the month’s features.
 $71 per month for one space in both features.
Subject to availability; ads will run each month until further notice.

Other Products
AdNet Places Display, Classified Line Ads, and pre-prints in participating 
area newspapers.
Classified Line Ads Our complete Classifieds are ON-LINE and 
webcast via Facebook and Twitter every day ... plus call about our extend-
ed-reach options for both print and on-line classified advertising.
Direct Mail Turnkey services, from design to delivery by zip code and/
or specific demographics. 
Print & Deliver Design and printing of full color slick inserts and 
delivery through N-B products. 
Website Numerous options to take advantage of high traffic counts to 
Wells County’s most popular local website: www.news-banner.com.

News-Banner/TMC Advertising Features
Continued from previous page
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AdNet is an advertising network of eight 
daily community newspapers surrounding 
Fort Wayne, reaching a collective market of 
over 48,000 homes in a one billion dollar 
retail market. AdNet is Indiana’s seventh 
largest paid circulation buy, offering a logi-
cal solution to reaching the sprawling Fort 
Wayne suburban market with high-impact, 
cost-effective advertising. While AdNet 
newspapers work closely together to help 
you in your marketing needs, each news-

paper is independently operated with local 
management offering its own quality edito-
rial and news coverage of their community.

AdNet is designed to make it easy to 
reach these diverse, important markets in 
their hometown newspapers with a one-rep, 
one-order, one-buy system. Advertisers 
deal with just one representative in order to 
place advertising in any or all of the seven 
newspapers, saving you time and money, 
since AdNet offers 20% savings - and more 

- compared to buying each individual news-
paper separately.

AdNet also offers super services includ-
ing co-op tracking, ad design, art services, 
and quality reproduction. And recognized 
advertising agencies receive a 15% com-
mission on most AdNet buys.

Your sales representative can tell you 
more about each of these AdNet member 
newspapers and how AdNet can help you 
reach these key consumers.

The
Herald-Republican The

Market

Mac Format (up to 10.8.2) PC Format
Adobe Illustrator CS 5.1 Adobe InDesign to CS5.5
Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx)
Adobe Photoshop up to CS 5.1 Text fi les save as rich text format (rtf) or email 
Adobe InDesign CS5.5
Adobe Acrobat up to x(10.13)
Multi Ad Creator up to 8.5.1

Text fi les save as rich text format (rtf) or email

Media Transfer (how to get your information to us) CD, DVD, FLASH DRIVES, EMAIL   
 email@news-banner.com

PDFs must be created using Acrobat Distiller (Acrobat 5 compatible or earlier)  
  •  PDF fi les are assumed camera ready and will run as such   

  •  All Fonts Must Be Embedded
  •  Ads must be the correct size
  •  All black and white ads must be saved as grayscale

  •  Spot (one) color ads, use magenta as your spot color

  •  All Pictures Or Graphics for process (full) color must be CMYK

Electronic File Requirements
Advertisements submitted as Electronic Files must be the correct size and created using the software/versions listed below: 

NOTE:  For exact replication of your ad, all graphics and fonts used 
in the ad must be provided separately. If the graphics and fonts are 
not provided, we cannot guarantee an exact match.



Covering the Market

The News-Banner:  65% of Bluffton Area; 54% of Total County

TMC Combo:     The News-Banner, The Echo and Sunriser News combination offers 100% coverage 
  of Wells County plus portions of Allen, Adams, Huntington, and Blackford Counties

The Echo:        In combination with The News-Banner offers 100% coverage of Bluffton and 
 southern Wells County plus much of southern Adams County and selected 
 adjacent desirable zip codes

The Sunriser News:   Free circulation newspaper based in Ossian and covering northern Wells 
 County and portions of southern Allen and northern Adams counties 

Ossian Journal:     Concentrated coverage for Ossian and area residents   

 (Total Market Coverage)

News-Banner Publications, Inc.
125 N. Johnson St.

PO Box 436
Bluffton IN 46714

(260) 824-0224 • 800-579-7476
Fax: 260-824-0700

email@news-banner.com

NB


